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A 
DEFENSE 


OF THE 


L* Biſhop of London; 


In Anſwer to 
Mr. Whiſfm's LETTER of 
Thanks to his Lordſhip. 
Addieſs'd to his Grace the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 
To which is added; 
A Vindication of the Reveretid Dr. Sa- 
cheverells late Endeavour to turn Mr. 
IWhifton out of his Church. Wherein Mr. 


Whiſton's Account of that Proceeding is 
conſider d. 
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DEFENSE: 
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TO THE 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
RSS HE Growth of Hereſy be- 

— ing at preſent a — 
choly Conſideration to all 
the Orthodox; and Your 


Grace having Remarkably 
appeard in your late Endeavours to pre- 


ven 
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One er have thought 1 
chat after What his 50 had urg 
Magain of, . 
= ticks? Nhe of 
would have dar d to 90 
draw hig bow 1 their Belfaf; Belleping 
khat a R oj the ve Station h 
Lordſhi Sls, the Sacred Character 
with which he is inveſted, and the Fear 
of his * 2 Denali, of Por- 
eit al om Pod, &c. m 1 
lars de wes to pu. one front the 
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ent 9 
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19 2-0 T | 
#| But LE the Rach, proud 2 
0 Pertons grown, 
E eee th e and Inte Sete, No and 
14 2 a Old Book call'd The Scripture, will 


43 | bear them out in Thinking differently 
434 from their Beers: Nay, ſuch Lis the 
. preſent Caſe, chat one William I biſton, 


à Perſon expelfd the Univerlity Pe. 9. 


| under Proſecution for Hereſy, 

1 blmoſt all Means of providing 1 | 
=, felf and Family, and who as Nothing 
to recommend Win but Leaming 2 5 

6. 


62 Y, 
Honeſty, has dar d. publickly; 
his Thoughts upon this 89 100 
to tell the Ri fee e e 
Biſhop « of Loudon; the Head of a Large 
3 having Many Livings to be- 
ſtow, and much to Live upon, chat his 
Lordſhip does not know New fram Ol: 
12 taking Advantage of this his pre- 
tended Ignorance, bas even thagk'd the 
Venerable Prelate, as if hes i in his-late 
Letter to his Incumbents, Were a Fa - 
vourer of rhe Old Antiquated Scripture- 
Rat and..an: Enemy to che E- 
( 5 mee dor 1 ) 


QT JOE Dt: 


why e hie Lordibig Hom this 
Aiperli ion ; 4nd; 59, praveat thie ugg 
any: ill Influence on 4 

Pace gie Fon, Oppo tht | 
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e Lord, Biſhop of 3 in 
Ha: Letter, intended. That 
Eyes ſhip., expreſs'd what he iintend- 
Ack That whatever he hag ſcem d 
contrary, oughr go be con · 

Sy men Dahem 
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('8') 
Mir. Whiſtox begins his Letter, wich 


Admonition, and ſuppoſes his Lordſhip 
ro difaprove the Uſe of the New Forms 
of Doxology, which are according to 
Law, and which he ſays he has oppos'd 
for ſeveral Vears; and then expreſſes 
his great Pleaſure, that his Lordſhip: 
mould caution againſt their Uſe, and 
approve his and many other good Chri- 
ſtians Conduct in that Affair. 


Now, I think it plain to any Man 
who has read his Lord{hip's Letter, that 
this could not poſſibly be his Meaning. 
For aſter the Mention of his high Ohli- 
gation to offer eis Inſtance of their Care 


and Duty to his Reverend Brethren; he 


aſſures them, he thinks it neceſſary for 
the Preſervation of the very Foundati- 
ons of Our Faith: By which his Lord- 
ſhip certainly meant rhe Common Atha- 
naſran Faith, as receiy d by our moſt Ex- 
eellent Church, and which it has deter- 
min d to Pe- before All Things neceſſary 
to bo believd.” Nay, chat this is his 
Lordſhip's Senſe, Mr: White himfelf 
ſeems to be conſtious of, in his very next 


Paragraphs; which begin with I take it 
for granted, and I take it alſo for granted; 
and” conclude with, Cy this reaſonable 


Pp" 
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anks to his Lordſhip for his laudable 
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(9) 
Suppoſition, &c. So that all Mr. nns 
Concluſions are drawn only from what 
he calls a feaſonable Suppofttion ; That 
ris impoſſible for a Chriſtian and a Pro- 
* reſtanr Biſhop, to call the Ancient and 
Sacred Doxologies of St. Paul, St. P#- 
er, St. 62 St. Jule, and thoſe of 
the moſt Primitive Antiquity, New 
© Forms of Doxolog y. But that this Sup- 
29 is vety far from being reaſona- 
ble, will appear from hence: That his 
Lordſhip did not, in his Chriſtian Ca- 
year, ſo much as mention the Words w_ 1 
ture or Primitive Antiquity, but the 
Foundations of Oux Faith; which Faith 
he = pong by a Trinity of Perſons in 
_ the Unity of the Godhead, agreeable to 
the Common Athanaffan Creed, and about 
which the Scripture has not ſaid one 
CEE, The 1 of — 
tion will farther appear, when 
Is conſider d, That the Learned and 
Pious Biſhop could not but know of the 
Scripture-Doxologies, and of choſe of the 
Firſt Ages of the Church as well as Mr. 
Whiſtos ; but then twould have been 
moſt aureaſonable in his Lordſhip to have 
urg'd an Adherence to Theſe, againſt 
Thoſe eſtabliſh's by our Church, and 
the Laws of the Land. Can it be thought 
fegſonable that a Head of the Church 
. | 5 mould 


( 10 ) 


ſhould oppoſe to her Doctrines thoſe of 
Seripture and Primitive Antiquity ; efpe- 
cially where the Law has ſo clearly e- 
vincd and demonſtrated the Truth of 


thaſe Doctrines? Nay, this is ſo very 


unreaſonable, that I cannot imagine how 
Mr. Whiſton or any one elſe could ſup- 
poſe his Lordſhip to means he has ſup- 
pos'd him; without ſuppoſing at the ſame 
Time that his Lordſhip were. ſetting up 
to ſecond Another of. his Order, and 
had a Mind to ſhare the Cenſure of the 
Convocation: Which, I believe, no One 
but Mr. Mhiſton ever imagin d. His 
Lordſhip's Meaning therefore muſt be, 
To. ſecure Our preſent Eſtabliſh'd, that 


is, the Common A4thanafian Faith, with- 


out conſidering its Agreement either with 
Scripture or Primitive Antiquity; from 
which, if it ſhould differ, it would be 
moſt imprudent, and conſequently moſt 
Unreaſorable, in a Biſhop of our Church 
to give the leaſt Hint of it. 


But farther, Mr. Whiſfen could hot 


but know, notwithſtanding he calls our 
Eſtabliſh'd Doxologies New, that they arc 
very Old, being of about Thirteen Hun- 
dred Years ſtanding; and that the Do- 
ctrine they aſſert was ſettled by General 

Councils, and believ d by Every . 
Dude | ian 


ture and Primitive Antiquity: But this 


en) 
ſtian National Church in all Countries 
ever ſince; which in moſt Caſes is 
thought ſufficient Foundation for Ov x 
Faw” © e 7 : 

J hope by this Time tis plain to eve- 
ry Reader what his Lordfhip intended, 
viz. To caution againſt the Uſe of Thoſe 
Forms of Doxology, which, as his Lord 
ſhip expreſles it, impiouſiy deny a Trini- 
ty of Perſons in the Unity of rhe God- 
1 and that he expreſs'd his Mean- 
ing in as pertinent and ſrgnificant Phraſe 
as was poſſible for his Lordſhip ro do. 


The only Objection againſt this 
Meaning, and what alone could lead 
Mr. Whiſtoz into this Miſtake, are his 
Lordſhip's following Words, © I do 
therefore charge it upon your Souls, 
as you hope to obtain Merey from 
0 God the Father, through the Merirs 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and by the 
© SanCtification of the Holy Ghoſt—— 
Theſe Expreſſions indeed are moſtly fo 
agrecable to the Stile of Scripture, that 
one would have ſuppos d, if they had 
ſtood entire, that the Doxologies his 
Lordſhip was warning againſt, were 
Thoſe which difagreed with the Serip- 


B 2 Diffs 


* of —_ . — 


5 
Difficulty vaniſhes at once, by reading 


the very next Words, * Three Perſons 
and One God, Bleſſed for ever: Which, 


as Mr. V. has clearly ſhown, are not to 
be found either. in the Scripture, or a- 


mong the Firſt. Writers of the Chriſtian 


Church; and therefore as clearly ſhew 


that the former Clauſe ought not to be 


wreſted. againſt the main Purport of His 


Lorgſhip s Meaning. 


_ Your Grace ſees how evident I hay 
made it appear whar the Right Reverend 
the Lord Biſhop of London intended by 
his Circular Letter, ſo far as it relates 
to Doxologies; That his Lordſhip did 
not mean the New. reviv d Scripture 
Ones, us d by ſome proud and ſelſ- 
conceited Perſons ; bur thoſe Ancient 
Ones, agreeable to the Common Athq- 

naſſan Creed, continu'd in the Church 
for. about, Thirteen Hundred Years, ſet- 
tled in England by Act of Parliament, 
and dutifully us d by every Humble Son 
of Our Moſt Holy Mother. 


As to Mr. I/biftou's Objection of the 
reſent Doxologics differing from thoſe 
pt St. Pgul, &c. and the Apoſtolic Ages; 
ſuppoſing that to be admitted, would 


41} (1 


de ſuſfieient to reply, with the Biſhop 


* 
© 
— — 
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6130 
of Ap, in his late Appeal againſt the 
8 Cardinal Noailles,* thas 992 
think fit to differ from St. Pauls Opini- 
on: But as theſe Doxologies are appoint- 
ed by Authority, That alone ought to de- 
termine the Aſſent of every Subject of 
that Authority; and, as Mr. Whiſtou him 
ſelf confeſſes, They are found to be agree - 
able ro the Determination and Practice, 

of the Church almoſt ever ſince the 


Three firſt Centuries. 


But, Mr. Nbiſton ſhould conſider, that 
his Objection againſt theſe Doxologies, 
and the Common Athbaxafian Creed on 
which they are founded, That they are 
not Scriprural or Primitive, is even by 
282 determined LF. falſe ; _ 
in her Eighth Article, plainly aſ- 
ſerted, not only that this. Creed ought 
throughly to be receiv'd and belicyd ; 
that it may be proved iy moſt. certain 
Warrants ＋ Floly Scripture: And if he 
ſhould -farther object, that he cannot 
find out theſe cerrain Warrants of Holy 
Scripture, he may be anſwer d, char 
there are many Greeb Manuſeripts loſt, 
in which theſe are contain d; ar at 
that if he were not ſeduc'd by Pride 
Self. conceit, he ought humbly ro believe 


that rhe 7Zeretichs have expung d * 


— 


(14) 

MW pole Hhatafus, or whoever com- 

Creed for him, as he livd 
nan geo Apoſtles Days, undetſtood 
theit Minds better, than Js who lives 
Seventeen Hundred, Years: after them; 
and that therefore he ought” to read this 
as A el Comment on the Apoſtles 
more ffic we Creed; according as Our 
Church, e Rubrixk, has appointed 
it ſhould read inſtead of "That of the 
Apoſtles, on certain'Solemi Feaſts. © + 


Think 1 can do nothing ' more in 
Behalf of theſe dP oxol6j ies, than to pro- 
cance the Cteed it ſelf on which chey 

8 founded; which being erpreſs d in 
ſich plain and ſimple Words, and con- 
Wigs ſuch clear and diſtinct ideas, no 
ee fan can n Que 

ſtion about its 1 — | 
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WIe win Wi ihe. ſaved: before all 
Kg Things it IF neceſſary 7 Fhat he hold 


. hs except every one do leer 
bel without doubt lie 
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rinity, I 
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15 nity in Unity. 


(45) 
Neither confounding the Perſons : Nor 
dividing the Subſtance. . |. * * "he" 
| For there is one Perſon o he Facher, 


another of che Son, and another of the 
enn 


But the F eh the Father, of the 
C 


Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt is. all one: 
h the Glory equal, the Majeſty coreternal. 
[ Such as the Father is, ſuch is the Son: 
7 and ſuch is the Holy Ghoſt... , 
6 The Father uncreate, the Son uncre- 
4 ate: and the Holy Ghoſt ,ugcreate; ___ 
The Father incomprehenſible, the Son 
4 incomprehenſible „ che Holy Ghoſt 


. 
. 


incomprehenſible. 
The Father eternal, the Sch eternal 
and the Holy Ghoſt craueß a e e 
And yet they are not three eternals - 
but one eternal. deen 
As alſo there are not three incompre- 
henſibles, 2 uncreated: but one 
uncreated, and one incomprehenſible. 
Jo likewiſe the Father is Almighty, 
the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghoſt 
Almighty. 2865, "Þ 
And yer they are not three Almightiẽs: 
| fl bur one Almighty. 1 
l So the Father is God, the Son is Gol: 
| or Holy Ghoſt EE: ail] . A 
And yetthey ars not three ; bur 
. one God. wee foro or | | 995 + bu 


, 


16) 
80 likewiſe a Father is Lord, the” 


Jon is Lord and the Holy Ghiolt 
* ; 


6 
For like as we are compelled by the 
Chriſtian verity : to acknowledge eve- 
ry * ſon by himſelf to be God and 
Lor 
So we are forbidden by the Catliolick 
Religion : ro fay, There be three Gods, 
or three L 
The Father is made of none: neither | 
created, nor begotten. 4 
The Son is .of the kater 1 i not 1 


| 
made, nor created, bur be 4. 
The Holy Ghoſt is of the” F ather, | 


nd. yet not three Lords but one 


-- 4. 


and of the Son: neither made, nor 
created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 

So there is one Farhe 
thers; one Son, not three Sons 1 one | 
Holy Ghoſt, not three Holy Ghoſts. | 
Andi in this Trinity none is afore, or 
Ater other : none is greater or leſs chan 


another. 
But Wi... whole three Perſuns ab co- 


eternal together, and co-equal. ae: 20 
So thar in all things, as is aforeſaid + 


* che Unity in and r 
in Uury is to be worthipped. 


r, not three Fa- 


— — — 


| 
* | 


(17) 
He therefore, that will be ſaved: muſt 
thus think of the Trinity. | 

Furthermore, it is neceſſary to eyers 
laſting falyarion: that he alſo believe 
rightly the; Incarnation of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 

For the right Faith i is, that we believe 
and ronfeſs : that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son of God, is God, and Man; 

God of the. ſubſtance of the Father;, 
hegotten before the worlds: and Man of 
: = ſubſtance of his Mother, born in the 


world; 


Perfect God, and perfect Man: of a 
reaſonable foul, and humans fleſh ſub- 
ſiſting ; - 

Equal to the. Father, as touching his 
Godhead: and inferior to the Father; 
as touching his Manhood. 

Who although he be God, and Man : 
yet he is not two, but one Chriſt ; | 

One; not by converſion of the Gods 
head into_fleſh: but by taking of the 
Manhood into Gd; 

One altogether; not by confabioi of 
ſubſtance : bur by unity of perſon. 

For as the reaſonable ſoul and fleſſſis 
one man: ſo God and Man is ne 
Chriſt. 

Who ſuffered for our fatvation.: de- 
ſeended into hell, roſe again the third 
day from the dead. C He 


p = 


(8) 


He aſcended into heaven, he ſitteth 
on the right Hand of the Father, God 
Almighty ; from whence he ſhall come 
to judge the quick and che dead. | 
At Whoſe coming all men ſhall riſe 
again with their Bodies: and ſhall give 
account fot their own works. DD: 
And they that have done g ſhall 
go into life everlaſting: and they that 
have done evil, into everlaſting fire. 
This is the Catholick Faith : which 
except a man believe faithfully he can- 
not de faved. . 2 * 
Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son; and to the Holy Ghoſt; 
As it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever ſhall be; world without end. 
Amen. E ; 


This Creed is ſo very plain, that no 
Comment can make it plainer ; and 
therefore our Church, with great Cha- 
rity, has appointed only the thorough 
Believers of it to be faved. 


I know very well that even Your 
Grace has been formerly yourſelf ran- 
ked among thoſe Perſons, who, ſeduced 
by Pride and Self-conceit, have publiſh'd 


New Forms of Doxology, agreeable 8 


(19) 
the Ancient Scriptural Ones, 'different 


from thoſe appointed by y Authority, 


and receiy'd and us d by Our Churc 
For Proof of which they zore thoſe 


at the End of Your Grace's ons on 
ſeveral 9 in the following Man- 
ner; 


SERMON I. 


vouchſafe unto us, through the 
| Merits of his Son Jefus Chriſt our 
Lord, To whom, &c. 


S ERM. II. 
To which God of his infinite Mer- 
cy vouchſafe we may all arrive, 


through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


n | 8 E R M. V. | 
Which God of his Mercy grant it 
may be to every one of us, for his 


dear Son Feſus Chriſt his Sake: To 
whom be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 


Salvation, and Glory, and Power, 


— 


. and Praiſe, and Dominion, for ever 


and ever, ok 


SER M. ve: 
Now the God of Patience and Can- 


ſolation grant you to be like- 


Which God of his infinite Runs 


minded 


. 


(20) 


minded one towards anotlier, ac: 


1 ro Chriſt Jeſus: That ye 
may with one Mind and one 


Mouth glorify God, even the Fa- 


ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 


To* Him be Honour and. Praiſe, for 


ever and ever. Amen; 


* [Note, "Tis obſerved here, that 


cho bur Lord Jeſus Chriſt is mention d 
in the ſame Clauſe with God even his 
Father; yet by the Pronoun Him, your 
Grace ſeems to determine the Hbnour 
and Praiſe, which is to be given for ever 
and ever, to belong only to God the 
Father. Which may explain the Relative 
hom in other of your Graces Doxolo- 
gies, and ſhew that tis confin'd only to 
God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Note further, This Doxology is at the 
End of your Grace's Moſt Chriſtian Ser- 
mon on Mutual Charity and Von among 
Chriſtians. 55 | | 


$1 E R M. IX. 
Salvation, and Glory, and Power, 
and Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, be 
to him that ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and to the Lamb for erer and ever, 
Amen. ; 


SEN. 


($i) 


SER x. XII. and Laſt. 

Now to this God, [God the Father] 
who alone has infinite Perfetions, 
and is a God hearin Prayer; let 
us aſctibe, as is moſt due, Salva- 
tion, and Glory, and Power, and 
Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, for ever 
and ever, Amen. | 


Theſe Doxologies, faithully tran- 
ſtrib d from your Grace's Sermons, in 
which there is not the leaſt Mention of 
the Holy Spirit, and where the Son of 
God is manifeſtly omitted in One, and 
ſpoketi of but ambiguoufly in the O- 
ther, and fome of which are expreſs d in 
the vety Words of Scripture ; theſe, I 
ſay, give great Ground indeed for the 
Inſinuation, that even your Grace at 
that Time thought the Doxologies 
which ate agreeable to Scripture, might 
be innocently us'd by a Chriſtian, not- 
withftahding any Father of che Church 
Oe derermine them to be Here- 
TICAL. 


But whatever were your Grace's Sen- 
timents then, or ſuppoſing I ſhould ad- 
mit that from hence they were very 
evident, I cannor ſee what Concluſions 

Me D can 


* 
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(22) 


can be drawn from thence injurious to 
ro your Grace's Character at preſent. 
Men do not, we fee it in many In- 
ſtances, rake up Opinions for Life, but 
only to retain till they find Reaſons of 
Weight ſufficient to alter them. Every 
One ought to yield to new Light and 
better Evidence; and as They are moſt 
likely to ſee the Force of an Argument 
who can view it on every Side, thoſe 
Perſons advanc d to Places of Eminence 
can judge what of their former Opinions 
is to be held, and what to be parted with; 
can ſee what is expedient, as well as 
what is lawful z and if they ſhould hap- 
pen, according to vulgar e e 
to depart entirely from all their former 
Principles, thoſe below ought to ap- 
plaud their Conduct; or at leaſt believe 
they are the ſame Men, and that the Mi- 
ſtake ariſes from the Fineneſs of the 
Medium between Perſons of ſuch exalt- 
ed Characters and thoſe of the Bulk of 
Mankind *. Tis true, ſome have been 


—— 


* This Hypotheſis is examin d very critically in 

„n, where are theſe Words : Principles, main- 

© tain'd for Conventency, ought to be alter d whenever 

© the {ame Conveniency requires; which is ſo far from 

being an Alteration of Principle, properly ſpeaking, 

that it is ſtriftly and uniformly adhering to the great 
Principle of Conveniency. 


con- 


(23/) 


convinc'd different Ways, and enlight- 
en d even by Diſappointments ; and by 
this Means, as well as by Advancement, 
have been led ro confure their late de- 
clar'd Sentiments, and have endeavour'd 
to ſtrip their Public Writings of their 
Common Meaning : Bur this is very 
rare, and ſeems the Peculiar Advantage 
of ſuch fine Genius s, whoſe Illuminati- 
on breaks in in one Page to ſhew the 
Darkneſs of the preceding, and ſome- 
times in one Part of a Line to ſhow the 
Fallacy of the other. 


But this is only admitted for Argu- 
ment ſake. The noble Stand lately 
made for Orthodoxy by your Grace, is 
a manifeſt Proof of your Sentiments 
formerly ; the Zeal with which you ap- 
pear d for the following Subſcriprion, 
the Truth of which is next to ſelf- 
evident, demonſtrates how firmly root- 
ed thoſe Thoughts muſt have long been 
in your Grace's Breaſt. | 


© T 4. B. Profeſs Faith in God the 


Father, and in Jeſus Chriſt his eternal 


© Son, the true God, and in the Holy 
Spirit, One God bleſſed for evermore. 
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Tis true indeed ſome. Ohjection may 
be made to this Form of Words, cſpe- 
cially as they are the Form e be 
ſubſcrib d by che Herericks call d Quakers ; 
but 2 80 plainly contain the Bockrine 
of the Orthodox, your Grace would not 
let that hinder your Furthering its Suc- 
ceſs. . Nor can I ice that Attempts of 
this Kind, or any Attempts in Defenſe 
of the Common Athayaſtan Faith, ſhould 
be ſtopt or impeded by any little Abſur- 
dity in the Expredion. 1 65 
Having mentioned this, T cannot 
however but think ſome Care ought to 
be taken, that Our Faith may ſuffer as 


little as poſſible by the Addition of ab- 


ſurd or imprudent Phraſes us d by its 
learned and zealous Advocates; ſuch as 
the. ingenious Mr. Miſt has, natwith- 


ſtanding his great Vigilancy, let ſlip in 


his late Weekly Papers; for, to mention 
no more, in one Place he charges the 
Anti-T rinitarian Hereticks with Blaſphe- 
my againſt Jeſus Chriſt and the Virgin 


Mam; whereas the Latter, as your 


Grace has largely ſhown,* (ſhe not being 
One of the Undivided Trinity, ought 
wo, ro have Divine Honour paid 
to her. e ge 


In”, But 
® See Serm. XII. i 
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1257 ag the Qppoſers me . have no- 
| thing to ſay 17 ae race $ EA flerent 


Sepia, even f from the 
te cited Sermpans, . that Your .prefent 
pinjon 5 f E 15 f exactly chat it Was 
then; at le ach Opimon may he 


gathered Fork chat allage t exęin quo- 
ted from an e ather of r IC arch, 
who. liv'd when unfirt 10 pour to the 
Bede Virgin began firſt to be given, 
Let Mary. be held in Hong x,; bur. let 
* the, Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt be 
J „„ 


Thus have I endeavour d, as clearl 
as I could, to vindicate the Lard iſhop 
of London from the Charge of Mr. Wil- 
liam Mhiſton; and have ſhewn his Lord- 
ſhip to be ſtrictly Orthodox, notwith- 
landing Mr. Whiſton s plauſible Suppofi- 
tions to the contrary. Nay, T have 
ſhewn, that his Objection againſt the 
Doxologies, and the Creed on which 
chey are founded, being Anti. ſcriptural, 
is of no Weight, becauſe they are deter- 
min d by our Church to be proved by cer- 
tain Warrants of Holy Seripture; and to 
ſhew this more evidently, have produc d 
the At hanaſian Creed it ſelf. And as to your 
Grace, I have likewiſe ſhewn, although 
I have ſet he 8 againſt your 
Grace 
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Grace in the ſtrongeſt Light, thar they 
_ conclude nothing; your Grace having 
very lately and very vigorouſly Fro 
even the Appearance of Hereſy, and 
having endeayour'd to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the ir by a new Sub- 


ſcription : Nay, I have, to clear your 
Grace from all Suſpicion, ſhewn that at 
the ſame time you ſeem d to be of ano- 
ther Opinion, you quoted with Appro- 
bation a Fallage from an Ancient Father 
of the Church, in which Part of the 
Common Athanaffan Doctrine is con- 
tain d. 

I take Leave of your Grace; and am, 
with all proper Reſpect, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


* 


Tour Grace q moſt Dutiful, &c. 


. 
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A SHORT 


VINDICATION 


Of the Reverend 


Dr. SACHEVERELL's Late 


Endeavour to turn Mr. WRISrON 
out of his Church. 
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Procul, O procul, eſte Prophani / 
ViRksG. 


VINDICATION 


Of the Reverend 


3 
| Dr. Sacheverell, &c. 


| 


HE State of the Church at 
preſent is ſo very deplorable, 
| that one cannot but fear the 
Event. All the Submiſſion 
ſhbe claim'd, and all the Power ſhe exer- 
cis d, in the Days of her Proſperity, ſeem 
now near an End. O the deſirable Times, 
when the Determination of a Council or 
Synod could ſtamp Truth upon Doctrines, 

or deliver up the Oppoſer to the roge” 

E 


* 
2 


| 


ke $:cted Chatucter then pteſerv'd its 
Edity, and t was equally punifhable to 
ſs the Prien as the Magiſtrate, But 
i the" ey of the Preſent 
Age, ſuch the Libertiniſm of Mankind, 
as to examine whatever they believe ; 
and to laugh at the Doctrine of implicit 


Faith. In verbo Sacerdvtis, are idle Words; 


and the Right 1 3 9 is 
vaunted into the Place of Church. Autho- 
rity. By this Means, Heteſtesa acting, 
for which Multitudes have ſuffer'd Im- 
priſonments, Confiſcations, Baniſhments, 
and even Death it felf, are now openly 
avowed and propagated ; and the Quiet 
and Repoſe of the Church is thereby di- 
ſtutb'd. Nor is this the Caſe, here in 
England only; but even in moſt other 
Countries of the Chriſtian World. In 
France, what Encroachments have been 
made on the Rights of the Church, by 
the Means of the Cardinal Nogeles, and 
the! other Prelates who oppes'd the Pa- 
pal See; and even in thoſe Countries, 
where Bigotsy of another fort ſeemd E- 
ſtabliſh'd for ever, what Advances have 
been made for this Liberty; nay, even 
Scotland it ſelf has produc'd. Diſturbers 
of its Church's Peace and Union. 


As 
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Wy 10 England, 'tis lan pk hs 
Aer of the Church has loſt 


and how much the People have gain'd, 
ever ſince the Reformation. It is tt᷑ue, it 
was far from 2 5 fo bad with Us at firſt 
as it has come by diffarent degrees to 
be at preſeot : for even in King Henry 
the VIII's Days, after the —— 
began, many Perſons were put to Death 
for oppoſing the Judgment of the Churehy; 
afterwards, in the other Reigns, pro- 
per Fenalties were infſicted on every Op- 
poſer of her Authority,. Nay, ſo hor- 

rid an Idea did the Church--rerain of the 
Word Here, that the Writ De Hetiro 
Comhur and remain d in ſull Force till near 
the End of King Charles the Secand's 
Time; when the State thought fit 3 
repeal that Secarity and Self- Defense - of 
the Ort bodax, fearing from the near Ap- 
proach of Popery, that They themſelves 
might ſuffer from it. But even after that 
we exercis'd a Becoming Power, inflict- 
ing various Puniſhments on Diſſenters 
from us, till the Time of = Fatal Re- 
volution. What Endeavours we have 
ſince us d to regain the former Right of 
Perſecution, mult be known to every 
one; and how zealouſly we have em- 
play' the little Authorit 4 left us, ſhews 


plainly 
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inly that if greater were allow'd, it 
would wo not remain idle in the Hands of 


yp ons e of the Pious Zeal | of 
one: of Our Church has occafion'd theſe 
Reflections; 1 mean, that of Dr. Sache- 


verel”s Endeavour to expel Mr. Whiſton 
from St. Andrew's Church in Holbory. 


No Man can believe that any one of 


Mr. Whiſton's Principles would formerly 
have — with ſuch favourable Treat- 
ment; a Proſecution would have imme- 
diately commenc'd againſt him, (if he 
had not before been torn to Pieces by 
the Chriſtian Warmth of the Mob) and 
inſtead of being turn'd out of the Church, 
be would have been ' ſent to Priſon, and 
from thence to Smithfield, He - ought 
therefore to have thank'd God the Pro- 
ceedings of Dr. Satheverell were no wore, 
and that he 2 off (as he aſſures be did) 
with a whole Skin; for, if the Zealous 
unknown Man and Woman, who only 
call'd him Old Rogue, and whoſe Wit- 
dom diſcover'd him to look like an Old 
Rogue, had happen'd to have been over- 
heard by Others of equal Sagacity, he 
might produbly have felt the full Force 
of their Reſentments; nay, if Mrs. Hum- 
pbreys, according to his own Account, had 
not 


| 


| 
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not interpos'd, he might have undergone 
much — even — Dr. Sacheverelt 
himſelf. So that he ought, I think, in- 
ſtead of Publiſking an Account of this 
Affair, to have wrapt himſelf up in his 
Integrity, and not have truſted himſelf 
again in a Place of ſuch imminent Danger. 


However, ſince he has appeaPd to the 
World, I ſhall ſhew that what Dr. S«- 
cheverell did, in this Affair, according to 
the Account of Mr. biſtan hi „ is 
juſtifiable, and ſit to be done; and that 
the Doctor has the Example of all Ages 
to vindicate his Conduct. 


The Fhing· Poſt, who firſt took Notice 
of this Matter, puts ſeveral Queries as to 
the Legality of the Proceeding; hut as 
the Author of that Paper is generally e- 
ſteem'd a Schiſmarick, all his Rea | 
and Queries might be diſregarded: Not- 
withſtanding, becauſe ſome of our own 
Church may poſſibly run into the ſame 
Curioſity, I ſhall produce a Canon, by 
which, and many others of the fame 
kind, not only half the in ev 
Church throughout England might ſhare 
the like Fate, but alſo moſt of their 
Teachers, and perhaps even Dr. Szcbe- 
verell himſelf, Can. V. * Wholoever _ 


(134) ) 

+ heredfter afflim, that any of the, 
*.XXXIX Articles, agreed: upon by the 
4 Archbiſhaps and Biſhops: of both Pro- 
vinces, and the whole Clergy in — 
„ Convocation: holden at :Lowdon, 1562, 
0 are in any Part Superſtitious or Erro- 
neous or ſuch as he may. not with a 
« good Conſcience ſubſcribe unto, let 
«him bt: Racommuticated, % flo.” 
Now the leaſt that this Canon can be 
ſuppos i au inflict, is to he ſhut out from 
the. Aſfunblies of the Saints; nay, ſor 
eught 1 know, thofe hard Words, 470 
fadid, may be conſtrued to extend to a 
Man's worldly Goods. 

The Reaſon therefore for Dr. Gale, 
verels Procerdings ſufficiently appears 
trom this Canon; which has determin'd 
Mr. A hiftos: to be 1 facto Excommu- 
mcate, that is, to be Excommunicated 
wnhout farther Proceſs, for deny ing Sub- 
ſcription to theſe Articles, and for op- 
poſing as Erroneous the Eighth St 
5 N ln 2 * i 2 

1 | through) recti ana be- 
pave” ur Indeed there ſeems to lie an Ob- 
jet ion againſt this Proceeding iy Ano- 
ther Canon, which Eacqmmunicates all 
ipfo' fa#o, who ſeparate; themſelyes from 
our Church Worſhip; But 1 ſhould 
. Caſe pans 4 
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leſs; and that the Obligation to come 
to Church — d by the ch Canon, 
cannot extend to thoſe whom any othee 
Canon has excommunicated ipſd futoy 
and conſequently excluded from it. 
But this Excluſion from our Churches 
is not only warranted by this Canon, bur 
from the Practice of all Ages. Fonrenelle; 
in his Hiſtory of Oraclot, tells. us, That 
the Heathens were ſo joalous of expoſing 
their Myſteries to the Eyes of the Pro- 
fane, that whenevet they diſcovet d any 
of the Sectaries among the Philoſophiers 
or Chriſtians, who sd their Plura- 
lity of Gods, the Worſhip ſtood ſtill, and 
the Prieſt declar'd the God was dumb; 
till the Profane Perſon was baniſſid the 
Aſſembly. Agreeably to this the Chri- 
ſtian Church in Rome, and orher Popiſh 
Cities, where Exorciſms are practiſed, 
find the ill Influence the Preſence of any 
Proteſtant Heretick has on che Work; 
for ſuch is the Obſtinacy of the Do 
that he will not leave the Orthodox Ha 
bitation he poſſeſſes, till they have ob- 
lig d the Heretick ro depart. I might, 
I doubt not, produce many ocher Inſtan- 
, both from Popiſh and Proteſtam 
Countries, of this Practice: But as theſc 
e ſufficient to juſtify the Reverend Do- 
or, in his late Proceedings, I ſhall 
| {pare 


1 
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ſpare my Reader and myſelf that Trouble. 

J cannot conclude without one Remark 
farther, on this Occaſion, which is, that 
notwithſtanding the Authority of the Ca- 
non, and the Example of both Pagan 
and Chtiſtian Churches to ſupport him, 
yet ſuch was the Calmneſs and Temper 
of Dr. Sacbeverell, that he ſuffered Mr V. 
aſterwards to be admitted into his Church 
of St. Andrew's, and only kept him from in- 
fecting the Better ſort of People in the 
Pews with his Hereſy, | 
; Mr. Whifton has further publiſh'd a Let- 
ter to the Reverend Dr. Humfreys, who 
he ſays behay'd with uncommon Decen- 
cy and Temper in the Pulpit; but that 
be would not ſo much as receive his Let - 
ter when ſent him. And very well he 
did not; for the Doctor weigh d the Dif- 
ficulry of converting Hereticks; and con- 
ſider d, that tis much eaſier to reject them, 
than by his Admonition to convince any 
ne of them. Beſides; Mr. Mhiſton is a 
etetiek of that Enormous Size, as to 
deny even the Hereſy he is charg'd with; 
nay, to this very Account he has added a 
Confeſſion of Faith, which if not imme - 
diately Cenſur d, may be thought to 
be very Chriſtian. | 0.) 
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